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Classified  By:  Ambassador  James  F.  Moriarty.  Reasons  1.4  (b/d) . 
Summary 


J.1 . (C)  In  a meeting  with  the  Ambassador  on  January  26,  Indian 
Ambassador  Shiv  Shankar  Mukherjee  expressed  confidence  that 
India  could  squeeze  the  Maoists  and  the  Government  of  Nepal 
(GON)  into  doing  the  right  thing  regarding  arms  management. 
Mukherjee  assured  the  Ambassador  that  India  would  do  what  it 
could  to  ensure  the  Maoists  did  not  enter  into  an  Interim 
Government  until  arms  management  was  complete.  Mukherjee 
expressed  concern  about  the  unrest  in  the  Terai,  and  had  been 
pushing  the  Prime  Minister  to  take  the  initiative  to  solve 
the  problem.  Although  initially  reluctant  to  believe  that  a 
Maoist  Deputy  Prime  Minister  would  be  a problem,  Mukherjee 
agreed  to  discuss  the  issue  with  the  mainstream  political 
parties . 

Indian  Ambassador  Upbeat  on  Arms  Management 


1[2 . (C)  On  January  26,  Indian  Ambassador  Shiv  Shankar 

Mukherjee  told  the  Ambassador  he  thought  India  could  squeeze 
the  Maoists  and  the  Government  of  Nepal  (GON)  into  doing  the 
right  thing  on  arms  management.  Mukherjee  stated  that  the  UN 
Secretary  General's  Personal  Representative  Ian  Martin  had 

SIPDIS 

promised  to  give  the  Government  of  India  an  accurate  readout 
on  the  number  and  type  of  weapons  the  Maoists  put  into 
containers,  and  whether  they  were  from  the  GON  lists. 
Mukherjee  said  he  wanted  to  wait  until  around  February  7 and 
see  how  the  separation  of  the  Maoists  from  their  weapons  was 
progressing  before  taking  action.  (Note:  This  is  three  weeks 
after  the  cantonment  exercise  began.  End  note.)  Mukherjee 
suspected  that,  at  that  point,  the  Maoists  would  be  applying 
pressure  to  the  GON  to  allow  them  into  the  Interim 
Government.  Mukherjee  said  that,  at  that  time,  India  would 
be  prepared  to  press  right  back  and  ensure  that  the  GON 
waited  until  arms  management  was  complete  before  permitting 
the  Maoists  into  an  interim  government.  Mukherjee  said  that 
his  government  was  prepared  to  use  whatever  leverage  it  could 


muster  to  force  the  Maoists  to  comply  with  their  commitments 
on  arms  management. 

Concern  About  Terai  Issue 


^3.  (C)  Ambassador  Mukherjee  told  the  Ambassador  he  was 

concerned  about  the  current  unrest  in  the  Terai.  Mukherjee 
indicated  he  had  asked  New  Delhi  to  close  down  the  border 
between  India  and  Nepal  as  tightly  as  possible;  he  could  not 
rule  out  the  possibility  that  Hindu  fundamentalists, 
including  from  India,  were  colluding  with  Nepali  royalists  to 
fan  the  flames  in  the  Terai.  Mukherjee  said  he  had  been 
pushing  Prime  Minister  Koirala  to  make  a strong  public 
statement  about  the  issue  and  to  meet  with  senior  Madhesi 
leaders.  Mukherjee  acknowledged  that  he  thought  the  PM  had 
agreed  to  do  this,  but  it  had  not  happened  yet. 

Maoist  Deputy  PM  Would  be  a Problem 


1[4 . (C)  Mukherjee  was  not  initially  concerned  about  the 
prospect  of  a Maoist  Deputy  Prime  Minister,  stating  that  the 
NC  would  quickly  pick  a new  PM  if  the  current  PM  were  to  die. 

The  Ambassador  stressed  to  Mukherjee  that  the  Interim 
Constitution  was  clear  about  the  Deputy  PM  becoming  PM  until 
a replacement  was  chosen,  presumably  through  consensus,  by 
the  Interim  Government.  Since  the  Maoists  would  have  a veto 
over  any  consensus-based  decision  in  the  Interim  Government, 
there  would  be  no  incentive  for  them  to  allow  another  party 
to  fill  the  PM  position  rapidly.  The  Ambassador  also 
stressed  to  Mukherjee  the  nearly  despotic  powers  given  to  the 
PM  under  the  Interim  Constitution.  By  the  end  of  the 
conversation,  Mukherjee  was  concerned,  and  implied  that  he 
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would  bring  the  issue  up  more  urgently  with  the  mainstream 
political  parties. 

Comment 


1[5 . (C)  Ambassador  Mukherjee  is  convinced  that  he  still  has 
influence  over  the  Maoists  and  that  the  UN  will  take  a 
position  consistent  with  India's  interest  in  separating  the 
Maoists  from  their  weapons.  Mukherjee 's  most  recent 
conversation  with  Ian  Martin  was  more  positive  than  the 
Ambassador's  meeting  with  the  UN  envoy  on  January  22 
(reftel).  We  are  detecting  a toughening  of  the  UN's  stance 
on  arms  management.  Mukherjee 's  comments  track  with  what  the 
DATT  heard  from  General  Wilhemsen,  Martin's  Military  Advisor; 
i.e.,  that  the  UN  expected  that  it  would  get  3,000  of  the 
3,500  weapons  that  the  Maoists  had  captured  from  GON  security 
forces.  We  will  continue  to  press  the  GON  not  to  allow  the 
Maoists  into  the  Interim  Government  until  arms  management  is 
complete,  and  India  will  do  the  same.  This,  combined  with 
pressure  on  the  Maoists  from  the  Indians,  could  make  the  arms 
management  the  credible  process  it  must  be  if  the  peace 
process  and  Nepal's  democratic  transition  are  to  have  a 
realistic  chance  of  success. 
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